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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, in view of the above amendments and in 
light of the following remarks and discussion, is respectfully requested. 

Applicants respectfully request entry of this response, as the response places the 
application in clear condition for allowance, or alternatively places the claims in better form 
for appeal. Specifically, Applicants have amended an independent claim to recite features of 
a dependent claim, which the Examiner has indicated is allowable. 

Upon entry of this response, Claims 1 and 3-6 are pending; Claims 1 and 3-6 having 
been amended, and dependent Claim 2 having been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Applicants respectfully assert that support for the changes to the claims is self-evident from 
the originally filed disclosure, including the original claims, and that therefore no new matter 
has been added. 1 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claims 1, 3, 5, and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,252,269 to Hara et al . Applicants 
respectfully assert that the rejection of the claims has been overcome for the following 
reasons. 

Applicants express thanks for the Examiner's indication that Claims 2 and 4 recite 
allowable subject matter, such that the claims although having been objected to would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form. In response, Applicants have amended 
independent Claim 1 to recite features of Claim 2, and have canceled dependent Claim 2. 
Applicants have further amended each of remaining Claims 3-6 to depend only from 
independent Claim 1 . Thus, in accordance with the Examiner's indication of allowable 
subject matter, Applicants respectfully request the allowance of Claims 1 and 3-6. 

1 Applicants respectfully assert that support for the changes to independent Claim 1 are provide, in part, from 
previously presented dependent Claim 2, which is canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 
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Consequently, in view of the foregoing discussion and present amendments, it 
is respectfully submitted that this application is in condition for allowance. An early and 
favorable action is therefore respectfully requested. 
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